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Volume VI 
DRY SEASON INCREASES. FIRE HAZARD 


Warning comes from the California Region, 
U. S. Forest Service. The dangerous fire 
Season is at hand, gaining in hazard, as 
the forests and Bite become drier, the 
humidity lower. Timber in all its forms 
is a critical war material which we can- 
not afford to lose. Sheep and cattle 
ranges and grain fields destroyed by fire 
lessen the necessary food supply for 
armed forces and the neople at home. | 
Although reports of forestry agencies 
Show that the first six months of this 


year the fire situation wes fairly normal 


and even better than usual in some 
we must realize that those are the safest 
six months we have. And even then up to 
June 50 there were 2159 forest, brush, 
range and grain fires in the state; 
00,000 acres were burned and damage was 
over one-quarter million dollars. After 
June 30th the hazard increases. This 
year as in the past two years not only 
must the Forest Service cone with the 
natural dengers but they must do it with 
decreased help. Fire fighters are 
scarce,and inexperienced men, however - 
willing, are not able to fight fire as 
well as trained ones. 

It is not an easy job the rangers have, 
Let us help them in every way we can by 
practising and ‘preaching the dry season 
geospel, “Prevent Forest Fires," 

it is interesting to note that in the 


areas, 


appropriations for the Department of Agri- 


culture is an item of $6,300,000 for 
cooperative forest fire Rohe by the 
states, private timberland owners and 
the federal sovernment. Of this amount , 
it. is provided that $1,000,000 may be 
spent without matching by the states for 
usé on areas pope iieped exceedingly 
critical from the standpoint of war 
activities. The remaining $5,300,000 
must be matched dollar for dollar by 
the Bea tes 
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LAST CALL FOR 


Late maturing crops 
for lost time. The 


HARVEST CAMP 


are now making up 

prunes ere ripening 

bended knees are 

the late crovs the. 

on the school 

they hoped. for, 

out some families 

who would have planned to come en masse. 

This leaves it up to the rest of us. 
Plan to come over the Labor Day holi- 


needed. Because of 
farmers cannot count 
children harvesters 


day and as many more days as possible. 


Let's make it a big successful, fruit- 
ful Harvest Camp! 


Important Addenda | 
The Harvest Committee is asking for can- 
vas folding cots, (preferably with mat- 
tress). More requests have come in 
than there ere cots available. Anyone 
willing to lend cots please notify the 
club office imnediately. 

Are you going Labor Day week end? 
Cars are urgently needed. Call the 
office if you can help with trans 
portation, 
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OLD CREEK NAMED FOR NEW SHIP 


Did you read of the naming of Hull 55, a 


Navy auxiliary oiler? Marinship officials 
were anxious to give it a name with a 
Marin County association, and suggested 
USS Tamalpais, after the mountain. Sorry, 
said the Navy , but Navy oilers had to be. 
named after a watercourse or river. : 
What to do? The problem was taken to 


Marinship engineer John Oglesby, who 


searched his maps but found no water-~ 
course named Tamalpais. An unnamed creek, 
--tiny,but a creek nevertheless--was found 
to run from Mit. Tamalpais through Kent 
NYoodlands into Corte lladera Creek. 


The Marin County Board of Supervisors >Los 


cognizing the emergency ,met end conferred: 
upon the stream the name Tamalpais Creek. 
So Hull 55 will be USS Tamalpais. Shall 
we all go to th the la UE 


=— 


s 


SIFRRA CLUB YODELER 
Published semi-monthly by the San rene 
cisco Bay Chapter. 
cations to: - Yodeleditor, Sierra Club, 
1050 Mills Tower, San Prancisco 4e 
Price; 1 year, 75d3 16 months for $1, 
~~ Yodeleditorial Staff 
Charlotte Mauk, Ede Joanne Taylor, Mgr. 
Kenneth D. Adam Daisy Johnson 
Julia Dearth Harrict Parsons 
Peter Friedrichsen Blanche Stallings 
John Thomas Howell Alfred E. Weiler 


THANKS : 


For Publication Help 


Helen Rudy, Vivian Schagen, Christine 
Orcutt 


For Contributions 


Paul Chenoweth, Errol Smith, Albert 
Glenn, Amy Heggie 


Next Deadline: 
Volume VI, Number 14 
9 0 0 If SEEMS TorUs-- 


Well-meant criticism is always good for 
the soul} A fricndly iittle bird says 


we are over-emphasizing the RCS news, and 


neglecting other items of interest. - 
Apparently we have left out accounts of 
local walks which should have gone ine 
You probably are right, Dear Critic, and 
we apologize sincerely. It was, 
not many months ago that we were getting 
similar notes from-members of the RCS, 
who said that nothing ever was put in 
about them any more} In trying to make 


up for that oversight we tipped the scales 
Hereafter we will 


too far the other way$ 
try very hard to keep the balance. But, 
cf Gvirse, both Roek Glimbors and Local 


Walkers HaBe realize that unless something 


a little different happens on a climb or 
a walk, it doesn't make very thrilling 
reading, as we all know the rocks and 
the trails pretty well by now, 

We certainly want our distant members 
“to know there are enough of us left 

to keep the club activities going, but 
we dontt want those activities to sound 
humdrum, when we all know they are 

not! So a bit of a puneh in your 
stories, Yodelereporters, and we don't 
mind a bit of a stick in the punch 
(even though we censor it out before 
we publish itl). 


HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE BLOOD BANK LATELY? 
- GRAYSTONE 9373; TEMPLEBAR 5924, 


a A a a 


Address all. communi= 


fa September 11, 7350 Delle 
August Oar 1944 
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-Yodelereaders: 

‘It isan onjoyable novelty to be on the 
sending end of the editor's correu 
spondence} 

Last Sunday Dorothy Hill and I took 
advantage of a beautiful sunny day (a 
rarity in the "banana belt" of Alaska) 
to go up one of the mountains that 
stand over the towne 

Juneau is right at the base of 3600- 
foot Mount Roberts, on a coastal strip 
so narrow that the highest houses, 
perched as they are at the foot of the 
heavily forested slopes, look as though 
the crowding of the town had ieee ee: 
them up theree 

A trail up the mountain starts within 
the city limits, winds steeply upward 
through the heavy timber, affording 
occasional glimpses--seemingly straight 
down==-onto the town or the channel, and 
emerges suddenly at timberline (ab. some 
two thousand feet!) to curve upward 
across a gentle swale bright with fire- 
weed and blue geraniums. The rest of 
the way to the summit it leads through 
thick berry patches and lush wild 
gardens, across Sierra-like oven up= 
lands carpeted with Arctic willow and 
the delightful miniature dogwood (Cornus 


Canadensis), past mats of queerly 


dwarfed spruces twisted into the same 
kind of levelethatched roofs as our 
own Albicaulis, or over rocky stretches 

faintly green with tiny plants that 
somehow find foothold between the 
larger stones, 

The route lies more or less along a 
ridge, with incomparable (Cont. p. 4) 


WORD FROM FRANCOIS E. MATTHES 


In a. recent letter to Francis Pe 
Ferquhar, Dr. Matthes writes from Wash- 
ington: "Our return to California has 
been deferred cone year owing to my being 
reappointed by the Geological Survey on 
April the first when I reached the age 
of retirement, War work and a number 
of other things have prevented me from 
completing my reports on the Sierra 
Nevadae This extension may give me 4 
chance to finish them, How time fliest 
But we aro in good health and we expect 
to carry on for a long time yetesec 

"The chapter on "Glaciers" which I 
recently contributed to the volume on 
Hydrology, No» 9 of the Physics of the 
Karth series, sponsored by the National | 
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~ YOUELEARS HEAR-« 


is some 


fulay 


~eof the arrival of Clinton Christian,Jr. 
‘on July 30 to Clinton and Lillian (Ball) 
Beebe. Ee 
=that Caot. Al Gerould is becoming an 
expert in Normandy geogranhy. 
--of a fine knepsack triv taken by Vee 
Krysiek over July 4th from Echo Lake 
Summit to Donner Summit. He went 66 
miles without seeing anyone for 50 miles. 
--that Ted ‘and Virginia Malm took 8 
short back-pack trip in the White 
Mountains during his vacetion. Ted Ls 
teeching Economics and Business Adminis- 
tration at H,. Ll. I. 
~<-from Josenhine (Be) Alien that her - 
brother Devitt, was married a year ago 
to Muriel Stevens, whom some of the rock 
climbers will remember. Devitt 1s now 
oa Ist Lt. in the Air Force and is on one 
of the Fiji Islands. Be herself, 4 
Marmacist!s Mate Srd Class in the WAVES, 
is stationed at the U. 5. Navel Hospital 
at Bethesda, Maryland. 
| Set. Charlie Tuttich, at 
Torney General Hospital, Palm Sorings: 
{This time a few years age we were mush- 
ing around in the snow in Agnew (Azony ) 
Meadows and praying for heat. Remind 
itve 
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_-thet Lt. Carl Rosberg, previously re- 
ported missing, hes been interned in 
Rumania. 
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The crops are late, 
The helpers few. 
The farmers! fate 
Is up to youe 
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A “OTE OR TYO PRON TUOLULEE 
As may be suspected, the Tuolumne Meadows 
have not been overly populovs this sum- 
mer and during my two weeks! stay in © 
August there were not as many club mem- 
bers enjoying the facilities at the Par- 
sons Memorial Lodge as might have wished 
for the opportunity. However, while 
Charles and Lillis Vebber and I were in 
the yeadows there was a jolly group camp- 
ing on the Club property: the Daldauf's 
from San Francisco, the Abeels from 
Sacramento, Ruth Elwonger from Berkeley, 
Douzlas Whiteside from Yosemite, Virginia 
Gilloon from Berkeley, the Crenshaws 
from Mare Island and Ernest Bickell from 
Redwood City. Mrs. Cosy Hutchings Mills, 
who camped nearby, was generally present 
at our evening gatherings around the 
fireplace in the lodge. Her father wrote 
the monumental "In the Heart of the 
Sierras" and she was one of the first 
waite children born in Yosemite Valley. 
Over all oroceedings Custodians Marshall 
and Violet Jencks kent a watehful out- 
look. They eenerously dispensed 
mountaineering and natural history in- 
formation to all inquiring members and 
visitors and rendered the campers 4 
frequent helping hand. 
Certainly the Tuolumne Meadows must 
be one of the most delishtful places 
anywhere for field work in natural his» 
tory and I found it a rich and most 
Dileasant botanical collecting. 
The Club property et the Soda Springs 
made a convenient center from which to 
work out in many directions. I was al- 
lowed to convert one corner of the 
lodge into a botanical laboratory -for 
the period of my stay, a most helorul 
arrangement since it gave shelter from 
wind end sum while I worked and protec 
ion to my pressed specimens later. Over 
600 specimens were collected at Dog, 
Blizabeth and Youne lakes, Gaylor Lakes, 
Dana Plateau and Glacier Canyon, Mono 
Pass, Glen Aulin, and Mt. Conness, as 
well as from the meadows in the vicinity 
of the lodge. It is my hope that the 
Watural Science Section mey be able to 
issue a list of my findings similar to 
the one done for Norden. Such a list 
would probably contain the names of 
most of the plants of the Tuolumne 
Meadows reglone 
| weds cl. Howell 
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Number 14, Page 4 : 
ALASKAN CORRESPONDENT (Cont. De | 
Views over to it. Juneau on one side or - 
across the Gastineau Channel to the green- 
based, snow-topped mountains on the other, 
Vegetation grows so thickly here that 
whore this year's trail clearing crew 
has not yet worked the hiker may have to 
force his way through greenery that com- 
pletely surrounds his body and hides the ~ 
path for which his unseen feet are 
gropinge Compensation for the struggle 
is that it may be salmon-berry bushes 
that clog the trail, and ripe fruits 
are to be had for the picking. | 
The thing I just can't get over is the 
low altitude at which high altitude 
starts! Here at two to three thousand 
feet we find flora to which we are ac- 
customed at cight or ten or twelve thou- 
sand in the Sierra. A meadow which might 
have been transplanted from Tshoe is 
only a bit above sea level. There seems, 
too, to be a sort of telescoping of the 
life zones as we know then. Within a 
couple of hours! climb the trail takes 
one through such a changing world that 
time and space scem lost or confused. 
For instance, when we started up lit. 
Roberts we were~admiring the beautiful 
little red berries of the tiny dogwood, 
all.fully ripe at sea level. But even : 
- before we got to timberline we were finde 
ing the fresh white blossoms, or the 
fruits just beginning to fom, and 
shortly thereafter we saw the nev. 
blossoms just. emerging from the buds. 
Sundays have been our lucky days. The 
previous weck end we spent with a group 
of outing-minded Ketchikan people (both 
Dixie’ Woodburn and Johnny Dyer mako just 
about overy trip with them), and enjoyed 
the first good weather of the week, That 
was a splendid trip. We traveled over- 
night, our sleeping bags spread out 
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RCS NOTES 


We hear there was a big turnout at Indian _ 


Rock on August 6, with Rolvin Petrie as 
the capable leader, and plenty of en- 
thusiastic climbers’ and kibitzers. | 
About ten-rock climbers frolicked over 
and about Grizzly Caves on August 20 == 


_ joined in showing Ken Adam's boy scouts 


the ropes, and gathered at the Leonards! 
afterwards e 
(These rock-climbing items are just to 


"keep the balances”) 


they assembled and had ready by the time 
we arrived, The skiff was the property 
of the Forest Service, placed on the lake 
for the use of the public, Johnny and 
Dick flew by courtesy of the USFS, (The 
countenancing of airplanes in the wilder- 
ness by our Yodeleditor in no way con- 
stitutes our endorsement of such carry= 
ingseon, -Acting Ed.) It is easiere-and — 
so far as fishermen are concerned, more 
satisfactory--to provide small boats than 
to try to build and maintain trails, and 
all the larger lakes in the recreational 
arcas of the Tongass National Forest have 
trails leading to but not around them, 
and skiffs available at the trail end se 
Our party had brought an outboard engine 
rented for the occasion, and after carry- 
ing it huffingly up the trail, the fellows 
were pretty disappointed in its failure 
to run properly. It was all right: 
there were plenty to take turns rowing, 
and we were able to go well up the lake, 
and spend the day in fishing or swimming 
or scrambling or lazing as our individual 
tastes dictated. By late afternoon the 
engine had been nursed into proper 
working order and we made a triumphal 
return to the trail, one well-filled boat 


3 


towing the other through. a. Party sc a oe 


tour along the shore, 


on the decks or in the little fote'stle of Punch Bowl Lake is set in a jean 


a chartered boat, and Sunday morning - 
were moving alone the coast of the 
mainland, At Rudyerd Bay--a narrow inlet 
between Yosemite-like granite cliffs--<our 
boat anshored, we were put ashore in 
skiffs, and Dorothy and I had our in- 
troduction to Alaskan rain forest. A 
steep trail hacked out of jungle-like 
_. growth led up beside a cascading strcoam 
to the outlet of beautiful Punch Bowl — 
Lake, our objective, Johnny Dyer and 
another fellow on the previous afternoon 
had flowm in by chartered plane, bring- 
. ing with them a knosked-down skiff which 
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glacia ated valley, with sheer granite 
cliffs rising out of the water all along ~ 
one side. Snow=topped peaks, hanging | 
valleys from which cascade tunibline | 
streams, forests of thickly crowded hem- 
lock and spruce, blue sky and bluer water 
and dazzling white clouds, made the ~— 
whole scene something which we hope many | 
fellow Sierrans may some day see, 

We are hoping to got a chance to go up 
to the Mendenhall Glacier, but, as we 
cannot stay until another: Sunday, it 
seems unlikely that Lye have suitable © 
weathert | ~-Charlotte 
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: Birds From "Down Under" | 
Capt. T. Eric Reynolds* %a. k on the 


birds of the South Sea Islands was a rare 


treat for the Sierrans who attended the 
Audubon Association meeting on August 

10, We were surprised to learn thet in 
spite of the abundance | of sea food, the 
sea gull is not to be found in the) = 
South Sease Dre Reynolds commented that 
even the Marines have developed an inter~ 
est in bird life on the tiny islands, 
having first been attracted by the 

antics of the "Boomps-a=Daisy” bird, 

and the flycatcher that whistles "Maries" 
Stuffed bird skins on display showed 

the brilliantly colored plumage of our 
‘Peathered friends from "down undere” 
Thanks, Audubon friends, for inviting 


us to this interes bing meetinge. 


NSS Thrills To Muir Woods Trip. 
Nature's fairest fruits anc flowers — 
were in evidence on Brrol Smith's Muir 
Woods trip on Sunday, August 15. The 
tall white azalea blooming in the 
stream at Muir Woods was a breath-taking 
botanical treate, Clusters of dark | 
blue Clintonia berries were seen; while 
-yipe huckleberries bid us pause beside 
the trail. Tiny harebells and dainty 
little orchids were a thrill on the 
Gye braids” 
shane _Nss CALENDAR see 
Osun, Aue 27 = Tutti Fruitti Hike. 
Take 7:00 "A" train at Terminals; trans- 
fer at lst Avenue to #18 car; ride to ~ 
end of the» line; transfer to HIT bas 
at. 8:57 Bele “Get Ort at Ascot and 
Sky1i inee 
Labor Day Weok-ond: ~ tervést ine’ at. 
St. Helena, Do your bit, Stoop for 
the drupes. Make reservations in Sierra 
Club office, Don't delay; do it. today! 
‘Sun. Sept. 10 = Alameda Shore trip 
‘as guests. of Audubon Association under 
leadership of Mrs. G. Earle Kelly. Take 
9:27 "oO" bus at Terminal; get off at 
Santa Clara and High SUS s and meet East 
Bay groupe 
Fri. Sept. 15° = Pcebiy, at KE 40 Pete 
in Room 360, Mills: Towers — 


WE SUGGEST YOU CHECK BUS AND TRAIN 
SCHEDULES BEFORE BACH TRIP. | kell, 
pbiely fife jv 
here: seen Say merece A es idl on 
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Sunday, July 16, 
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Members of the Mother Lode Chapter of 
the Sierra Club got some inside infor- 
mation on recreational areas planned 
for Shasta and Frient Dams, at a 
chapter meeting in Sacramento June’ 3e 

The July issue of Bonanza reports that 
A. Pesonen of the United States Bureau 
of Reclamation addressed the Mother 
Loderse According to Bonanza: 


we Cp, a : 


"He pointed out that the U. Se | 
Government had been forced into the 
recreation business because of the great 
interest shown by tourists in the 
Boulder and Bonneville projects. 

"At Shasta a preservation of natural 


_wilderness is the aim, as well as a ; 
| camping area with good fishing, boating, 


ang swimming. 

'WPriant, on the other hand, Veto. be 
oe daytime areca to serve the low income 
groups of such small valley cities as 
Madera and Merced, whose needs, Mr. ‘ 
Pesonen feels, have been ignorede" 

ke Ke KR KR f 

A unique idea for. a Bay Chapter: local - 

"walk" ig contained in the August number 


‘of The’ Chemeke retan, “published by the 


Salem, Oregon “slub of the same. Names 

It seems that the Chemeketans spent 
on a mighty enjoyable 
row boat trip on: the Williamette. River. 

Trail and Timberline for, August 

also has a little food for Sierrans': 
thought. In articles entitled "Junior 
Jottings" and “Fourth of July Outing = 


Junior Style," the Colorado Mountain 


Club periodical: reports on the organized 
activities of ee young pesp te» of the 
clube 

ee oe eR RK OR ; mei 
Mugelnoos reports the death of © 
Corps Randall Henderson Jre, killed 
while fighting with the Marines in the 
Pacific. Randall was the son of Captain 
Randall Henderson, founder and Oa SOY, 
of Desert Magazine, and now with: 
the Air Transport Command in horkons 
Both father and son attended. the cease 
sks Gh hae ena ed 
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“LOCAL WALKERS HAVE BUSY ‘MONTH 


Kentfiela to West Point - AUS 6 a 

On this perfect day, eighteen hikers — 
strolled over the Hoo Koo E Koo trail 
which gave marvelous views clear to 2 
Diablo. Seven miles to lunch stimu- 
lated the appetite -aplenty. Vacation 
experiences were exchanged with mutual 
thrills, Jerry. Abrahamson reporting a 
real. high trip:over. Paes Muir, end = 
Piute: Passes, = ee 
August. 6. “WAS also. an. occasion ei aoe 


ae Leo Edgar Cerf back to club activi= — 


ties and civilian life, = - At West 
Point we found that the dingy walls 

and ceilings of the kitchen and dining 
room had just been wonderfully brought 
to life by Peter Friedrichsen after 

four days of - you can't imagine what! 
Vacationing Rosa Selle did the i 
woman's part before and after decorating. 
The rooms really look swell, so the _ 
establishment may yet be endorsed by > 
Duncan Hines or somebodys mur, CO, 


Sunshine and Good Fellowship - Auge 13 
The morning fog lifted just in time 


to offer ideal weather conditions for our 


hike from Alpine Lodge down the Ocean 
View trail. The azaleas were still 
blooming in Muir Voods, and as we | 
climbed the trail to Camp Van Wyck, the 
ruggedness of Bootjack Canyon was 
suggestive of the mountains to which 
our thoughts instinctively turn at 
vacation times 

Six over-nighters from West Point Inn 
joined us at Van Wyck, as did also the 
members:-of the Hills Club, who Had come 
There 
followed a cordial meeting of old: 


- friends; a “heisurely recounting of vaca= 


tion experiences as we basked in the 
Sunshine; and participation by the more 
energetic souls in the Hills Club's 
volley ball game. 
“Of the: 27 who signed the register, we 
were happy to weicome lire and Mrs. 
Walter Bedorf of the Southern California 
Chapter, and two guests. Come again, 
and come often, folks! = EAS. 


Watermelon Feed = AUB. 20 
Under the leadership of Marty Cronin and 
Al Glenn, 35 people ate lunch on Blythe- 
dale Ridge, where a few had dessert of 
huckleberries discovered by the leaders 
nearbye After roping, sliding and 
Slipping down Dawn Falls Trail, all were 
delivered to our host John Mazza in. 
first class condition. Surprise of the 
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MATTHES LETTER (Cont, from pe 2) 


in the book, = 70. pages,. and: represents, 
in fact, the biggest piecs of work I 

have done recently. Much has been. 
written on glaciers. from the geologist's 


- point of view, but here I had the novel 


task of treating them from the hydrolo-, 
gist's viewpoint. It took eleven 
months to gather the data, largely from 


the foreign literature, and to URES Ie 
them together into a. compendium that, . 
__I believe, amounts to something more. 


than ‘a text book, <A large part of it +3 
built around the fundamental principles 
of glacier mechanics laid down by my | 
lamented friend Demorest, 

"Weldon F. Heald of Altadena, and a 
member of. Kehrlein's Committee on 
Glacier Study, is here in Washington, 
doing a remarkable piece of climatologic 
research for the Quartermaster eeeerar 
Office. He knows more glaciers: than. 


I do, in this country and in Europe, 
and I have added him to my Committee on 
Glaciers of the Geophysical Unione 

He won't be able to contribute anything 
while in the Army but we are looking 
forward to the time when he: can go 

back to civilian life." 


CAN YOU HELP? — 
Even Mountaineers sleep indoors = if - 
they cane = - One of them thar critters 
would gratefully appreciate any grape- 
vine glinting of any available small 
apartment or house - preferably in 
Berkeley. If any member has heard of 
someone who-knows. of. someone who has a 
place to rent please contact = © 
Helen Me Rudy = Douglas 3740-Ext. 283" 
during the day or Ashberry 4421 : after. 
7:00. A chicken dinner promised to the 
first one to bring results, eae Sa 


day was Thelma Mazza and their new 


young hiking son Merrill, who met 


the crowd at the feeding grounds. 
iy, Mazza conducted the melon ceremony 
in his usual excellent style. poner’. : 


‘prizes in the seed-guessing contest © | 


went to Rose Silverman, Elizabeth 
Rhodes and Merrill Mazza. Marty Cronin, 
who made the erroneous guess of 1500 > 
seeds in a quarter of a melon (actually 
only 279), won the booby prize of a — 
statue of a striped woods-kitten. The | 
day was a great success from every stand- 


point, including the consumption of 225 


eae of melons, or 65 1bSe por asst 


